
View in browser

Beauty in brokenness 
Week 1: Tuesday

Reading
Psalm 147.1-7
    How good it is to make music for our God, 
 how joyful to honour him with praise.
The Lord builds up Jerusalem 
 and gathers together the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up all their wounds.
He counts the number of the stars 
 and calls them all by their names.
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
 his wisdom is beyond all telling.
The Lord lifts up the poor, 
 but casts down the wicked to the ground.
Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 
 make music to our God upon the lyre;

Reflection 
In a church in Graveney, there is a cross. Not very remarkable, you
might think, but this is a cross made from 121 rusty nails. 

Taken from a 14th-century door, the nails were set into Perspex to form a
cross. What was apparently broken and useless became something
beautiful and meaningful.

In the Bible, brokenness represents both the flaws caused by sin and the
wounds from life’s trials. Stories of brokenness are found in Adam and
Eve, Tamar, Ruth, David and Bathsheba, the Samaritan woman, and the
apostles Peter and Paul. All experienced brokenness. Yet, in each case,
God brought beauty and restoration.

In Psalm 147, the psalmist praises a God who heals the broken-hearted,
binds their wounds, and lifts the humble. God continues to forgive, heal,
and restore those who trust in him. In Jesus, we again encounter the God
who mends brokenness, forgives the repentant, and offers healing. 

Challenge
When you hear the word ‘broken’, what comes to mind? Can you bring
your thoughts to God and ask how he might make the broken into
something beautiful? 

Copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2025.

Taken from the Living Hope booklets published by Church House Publishing.

The adults' reflections have been written by Cathrine Fungai-Ngangira and Belle Tindall (both among the

authors of Wild Bright Hope: The Big Church Read Lent Book 2025 (SPCK)) and Victoria Mason.

Quotations from the Psalms are taken from the Common Worship Psalter which is © 2000, 2005 The

Archbishops’ Council. Other Bible readings are taken from The New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized

Edition), copyright © 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches

of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved.

Find us on social media

Visit our websites

The Church of England | A Church Near You

Copyright © 2025. The Church of England. All rights reserved.

 
This email was sent by:

The Church of England

Church House, Great Smith Street

London, Westminster, SW1P 3AZ GB

Privacy Policy

Manage your email preferences
Unsubscribe

https://view.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=696d6edc24e9cef925338fd17a84fea61065123f913022c73bfd46782ccc6d72930ca83c3f8012d233384a94744526b6a87db68af850d27cc8dbb92910b71ff97e9a33c38681a8c6f103c3c7f28d98ef
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f877d3d000d3ba006da83047d570f9dd6e8ba81ebde48027d2cfdd6f3308170ee87e61b835aa99351f2354168ceaebcea395d3a7f0f583185
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f1b67b1a92ebde02531a0f7ed95c1c76e448c61e21aaf91b4ce18378add1b6207d82f00a1233089dab940b88cb9139ef0341ea0c39f730dd9
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37febd52978fe6d5900e9381e30b977cc75135b50678a9652fe619e716277805fcb4651bb1973dc2f9e7f9d180a54f2ae87689cc19d707cba76
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f52c7ed2ffae834f95a6a4101a63e01fb5fb9f102974d62ed004916e847d7dc80685e6d2c43b40de3af6410be66de2a28e1b7052a712a1c3b
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f5a9dbea54d13f3a81ea60f9171fa5e74dd58fbaf85c75fdfadedb4c9f6f7681c663c0c0153a843b16a3c9353c503d4bf12b8c5c121ca0f9f
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f00c583eb5a9df8233437cfed25b87286ad2bc99827cb5a7bc52bafcae1c91bf33753e597df3cf4d0ba08ddafd8cbea86270ee78876d17091
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f52a70c84c07e10e826467f45561b92eaeb9e09269526797ecbe577e679c76606be79532f2cbecd37b5f1a8c214bcd142d5fd69d383d89ca3
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37fc6d927ffc855a57c69cf17846291b85f03094044194bed5cc83f9126903795fdee1eac4b4a1df662c487959c71c8c8a1397d7e8642d0e30b
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f9188d1c10091292afc5c8e77ffcae37d9a2f7605fe85b44fcdc9a5062d2a723fa34f09e32bc4f427e8a1e53e54466fc2d7b9251f70168eda
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37ff318ae648483962f68702b2d91d0f65a993589434c6deafd3b2d2cecaa7301ae68ac66b1ab2b34669d61240ae33faecfb403133f3ed2bba2
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37fabc41ebc54c9c32e9a1d291dec23ca7cd943d1ae7edbf1070cd2cbdf5a3520c49e1dc3f392bc866deeb5f6e0b587bb00a2fc81a276a6c903
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37fe050edd4001f9f22a71e62ed0895d4cf6b20cb755aaf696f8e18ab988a661e410e80118e925bba6a4bfed852a6fbe1fb8ba086975763e219
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f16a0c6f9866b67f43a4ff1bcfc8cfb7e704a5a978458e8e79064ff3d1b7e70dc34a139ee655d3390cc381089a098b1ad22bfb0fc0966bb2a
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37f0d51801b6cb089fe7b5e514871afce647ac71643aba54f8bb384dbe3c718a532334414ae3c28a09da33b860f0cc6ec41e70a6a9c6827f0de
https://click.email.churchofengland.org/?qs=20bf624c3168b37fb3af02f617bbc298445751300ae990525a8d97ac405a7bd9e9800facae1349c412ac9afbe216d427c70a1bc4eaae44d9558443bb18085fc0

